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Press Note

10" January, 2020

Gujarat Chamber of Commerce and Industry organized an Interactive Session on
Renewable Energy on 9" January, 2020 in esteemed presence of Hon'ble Minister for
Energy, Government of Gujarat, Shri Saurabhbhai Patel. Shri Raj Modi, Hon’ble Deputy
Minister Industry and Commerce, Zimbawe was also present in the event.

Shri Natubhai Patel, Senior Vice President, GCCI in his opening address, mentioned
Gujarat State has made great strides in fast shifting to the use of Renewable Energy which
can be seen in Government’s energy policy and initiatives. Further he stated that coal
based thermal station is one of the traditional sources of energy which is costly, involving
foreign exchange and polluting. By adopting Renewable Energy, we can decrease the
expenditure, we can be more environmentally friendly. India has abundant source for solar
energy and in particular, Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra have a lot
of solar energy, also the policies and Government of Gujarat are quite helpful, making
renewable energy affordable and useful to everyone. He appealed to all to use renewable
energy to the maximum level.

Shri Saurabhbhai Patel, in his keynote address, mentioned that Energy is most important
for development of any State and stated that Gujarat has more power than it needs even
as tariffs have remained low and electricity is available 24X7. Further he mentioned that
Government is planning to increase renewable energy generation in the state to 30,000
MW by 2022 and state will generate additional 20,000 MW solar power. To achieve these
targets Government have rolled out three schemes (i) Installing solar rooftop in institutions,
residencies and societies (ii) for MSMEs to generate upto 4 MW power by using solar
panels and (iii) By increasing the limit upto 100% of the contract demand for MSMEs for
captive consumption. He shared Govt's various future investments to be made in Solar
Industry and incentives and subsidy for the same.

Shri Dhirendra Doshi, Chairman Energy Committee in his theme address talked about the
importance of Renewable Energy. In addition, he expressed that Shri Saurabhbhai Patel
is passionate in development of Energy Sector and it would be helpful to resolve the issues
related to Renewable Energy.



During the interactive session many issues related to Renewable Energy were discussed
by the audience. Hon’ble Minister satisfactorily replied them and invited Energy
Committee, GCCI to meet them in person to discuss issues related to Energy.

Hon. Secretary, GCCI Shri Sanjeev Chhajer concluded the event with vote of thanks.

To,
The Editor/ Chief Reporter/ Commercial Editor/ Bureau Chief/ News Editor with a
request to kindly incorporate the above Press Note in your esteemed News Paper.
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Tanmay Mehta
Secretary General
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